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Capacity.

This is the word that I am relentlessly using with members of the parish right now. Capacity.

Jesus was not all things to all people. He did what he could, not what he could not do. He took time
to pray. He rested. He went to visit his friends. He did not always work on the time lines of the
people who asked him to do things. He did not feed the 5,000 by himself. “You give them something
to eat” is one of my favorite lines in Scripture. In other words, the fully human Jesus paid attention to
his capacity.

Perhaps you have noticed that there are a great many things going on this fall here at St.
Christopher’s. Good ideas, great energy, lots of work. For each of those activities there is a person
or persons behind it. The ideas keep flowing and that’s only good. And right alongside the river of
ideas is the concept of capacity. We do what we can, not what we can’t. But, we do what we can.

I have found myself saying frequently, “Great idea. Go ahead.” Research it. Figure out how to make
it happen. Ask other folks to help you. Do it. And sometimes I hear, “OH, I did not mean that I
should do it. It’s just an idea I had that I thought you might want to hear about.”

I like hearing new ideas. But, honestly, telling me about a new idea is not going to make it happen.
But you can—within your capacity, and with God’s help.

***

There probably is not a person in this church who has not heard me brag on our kids. Honestly, we
just have remarkably cool young people in our church!

Recently I met with seven of them for their first Confirmation class. We are using a program as a
guide called Confirm not Conform (to make the point that Confirmation is their choice.) The pro-
gram guide suggests that at the first meeting you talk to the confirmands about “rules of the road,” or,
behavioral guidelines for your meetings since you’re going to spend a lot of time together. So, I
asked them, “what rules would you like to have here in terms of how you will be with one another?”

Immediately one of the extraverts piped up and said, “Well, we should treat one another respect-
fully!” Okay. Good. So, I wrote that down and then asked, “What would that look like if you were
being treated respectfully? Or not?” And they just sort of stared at me.

Finally, after what felt like an agonizing pause to me, one of them said, “If someone interrupted while
someone else was talking.” They all liked that, so I wrote it down. And then I asked if there was
anything else they wanted to have written down as a rule so that it was clear how they would treat
one another while we were meeting. Silence.

(continued on p. 2)
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(continued from p. 1)

(“Honestly, this is like pulling teeth,” I thought.” And I wondered what was happening with these normally loquacious
kids of ours? Was it me? Were they intimidated by me? They never seemed to have been before, but hey, this was a
first time for us really meeting together as a group!)

My mind was racing as the silence lingered. And finally, one of them very hesitantly, but thoughtfully, said, “You
know, there really isn’t anyone here who I worry about not treating me in a way I’d like to be treated.”

It was my turn to stare. And I wanted to weep, but that would have just freaked them out, or made them think I was
losing my mind.

But think about it: “You know, there really isn’t anyone here who I worry about not treating me in a way I’d like to
be treated.”

These are our young people. And this is why I love them to death and brag on them all the time. They already have
the essence of Christianity embedded in their behavior. I’m going to put some veneer on that in the next few months;
give them some information about their faith as Episcopalians. And they are then going to get to choose whether or
not they want to affirm their Christianity within the context of this church.

God, I hope so. I surely hope so. Because the church will be in such good hands.

“You know, there really isn’t anyone here who I worry about not treating me in a way I’d like to be treated.”

And God smiled.

Debra+

“Come and See”

In the Gospel of John, the story unfolds as Andrew, John, Simon Peter, Phillip and Nathaniel are invited to “Come and
See,” a story of finding relationship with God .

Think back to the first times you visited St. Christopher’s. How did you experience God’s love then? What drew you?
Is it your turn to invite someone to “Come and See”?

St. Christopher’s vestry invites you to “Come and See,” our second annual “Bring a Friend Sunday” on November 2,
2014. The vestry will be providing fellowship for both services that Sunday.

Cards will be available in the Community room to use as invitations for this wonderful service.

Diane Eisen
for St. Christopher’s Vestry

Bring-A-Friend Sunday
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The Senior Warden’s Thoughts
The First Annual St. Christopher’s Golf Outing was a SUCCESS! We raised $775 for Daystar and we had more laughs
and close putts than I can recall in all my golfing years. Perhaps we should do one outing in May and one in September/
October? Let me know your thoughts. Thank you to Chris Mortensen, Owen Perry, and Jennifer Fischer for helping me
and of course all of you who participated as well as those who donated.

I had another social experience this weekend that amazed me but also made me think. A friend of mine took me to a
movie about a band that literally changed the course of music and, to a degree, the course of my generation back in the
’70s and ’80s. Subsequently they were inducted into the Music Hall of Fame. Let me share that this music changes your
chemistry. You can’t help but sing and move to it. It enters your ears and proceeds to every molecule and atom in your
body... total saturation.

Years ago I told my wife that if I didn’t come home, she shouldn’t worry, because most likely the band regrouped and I
was on the road trying to secure a job on the tour entourage! (Not practical with all the kids I have, but it just felt good to
say it!)

As it turned out, my friend introduced me to one of the band members and I got to sit next to him during the movie made
about his band’s early years and their success. I was sitting next to an American music icon!

Throughout the movie, people got out of their seats and were dancing and singing in the aisles. A conga line extended all
around the Oriental Theater! I leaned over and said, “Your music transcends time... I feel the same chemistry now that I
felt 30 years ago! Isn’t that incredible?” He simply smiled, clapped and said “Yeah, it is truly amazing!” He felt it as did
every other person in the Oriental! This was truly an experience of my lifetime.

So tonight I asked myself, what if I got to sit next to Jesus at a wedding, got to look at him man to man and have a
conversation? Would we be interrupted by people who came up and want to touch him or would they be intimidated?
Would they recognize him? Would people be dancing freely? What would I say? What would he say? Would we see each
other as peers? He is clearly an amazing and instrumental part of culture and history, but do we put him on a pedestal?
Can we even fathom the magnitude of God as man? I think we look to God as far away and distant to our mortal exist-
ence. The fact is that God is a timeless, spiritual, personal and cultural influence. We just have to take the opportunity to
be introduced and sit in on conversation with him.

Darrell Fischer,
Senior Warden



Page 4The Courier - October 2014

Qs from the Pews

Editor’s Note:  ‘Qs
from the Pews’ are
taken from questions
that come up at
Coffee Hour or in
conversations with the
Rector.  If you have a
Q to submit for this
column, please email
the Rector or the
office.

Dear Priest,

What are the sacraments of our church?  Is Confirmation a sacrament? Signed, confused.

Dear Confused,

Well, I can understand your confusion.  First, what is a sacrament?

In An Outline of the Faith (commonly called the Catechism), which begins on page 844,
Book of Common Prayer, you will find all sorts of interesting information. On page 857
you will find:

Q. What are the sacraments?
A.  The sacraments are outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace, given by
Christ as sure and certain means by which we receive that grace.

The two great sacraments of the Gospel are Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist
(Communion) (page 858). The prayer book goes on to make the distinction between
sacramental rites and the two great sacraments.

The sacramental rites are: Unction (Anointing of the sick), Reconciliation of a Penitent (Confession),
Holy Matrimony, Ordination and Confirmation. (BCP, p. 860).  The difference between a sacra-
mental rite and the two great sacraments are that the sacramental rites are also a means of grace but
they are not necessary for all persons in the way that Baptism and the Eucharist are.

I commend the Catechism to all of you to read.  It runs from page 844 to page 862 in the Book of
Common Prayer and you may find it interesting.

You may also find it interesting to note that it is only eighteen pages long.  If you look at the cat-
echism for the Roman Catholic church, for example, you will find that it is 825 pages long in hard-
cover.  This is one of the defined differences between our traditions.

Check out our Catechism (preferably not while I am preaching!)  Who knows what other things
about our faith that you might learn!

Signed, the Priest
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The Treasurer’s Tickler
“I am confident of this, that the One who began a good work among you will bring it to completion”. Philippians
1:6

There is amazing energy buzzing in our church community these beautiful fall days. There is a lot of activity, generated by a
lot of faithful folks, to do the work of our Lord. Among those are six St. Christopher’s members who have answered a
call to form our Stewardship Working Group (SWG). They are Kathy Housiaux, Joe Dobrowits, Will Piper, Steven
Petrie, Diane Eisen and Mary Thickens, who, because of her schedule, will join us in January. I will serve on the SWG as
well.

 The passage above from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians will guide our work. We will also begin our work together
with a framing prayer I would like to share:

Dear Lord God,
You give us our daily bread that guides and sustains us on our life’s journeys. We are eternally grateful for

your abundant blessings.
We ask you, through the Holy Spirit, to help open our hearts and minds with thoughtful understanding and

gracious acceptance of the ministry of returning to you, through St. Christopher’s, part of the treasures you have
given to us.

We are confident that You, “the One who began a good work among us, will bring it to completion”.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen

Together we will be working to share with you what we learn of what our church believes about returning to God that
which He has already given us - that part of our faith called Stewardship.

On behalf of the Stewardship Working Group, I invite you to join us in this prayer, asking God to guide all of us in
listening to what He has to say about Stewardship. Thank you.

In Christ,
Barbara Eckblad,
Treasurer
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Meet the Fischers: Replies to an Interview

Tell us a little about yourselves, background, jobs, interests and/or hobbies.
The Fischer family includes Darrell, Jennifer, Maddy, Grace, Zach and Ava.

Darrell is Senior Warden at St. Christopher’s. He loves his job selling dental equipment that allows dentists to provide a
crown in one visit. He is passionate about motorcycles and will talk endlessly about them if you let him!

Jennifer is a freelance writer for an automotive magazine and specializes in special interest and lifestyle stories. She
loves animals and traveling to warm places.

Maddy, a junior at UW-Milwaukee, will apply to Nursing school this spring. She teaches Sunday school at St.
Christopher’s, loves spending time with friends and is in training for her first marathon.

Grace is 19 and loves to talk in church, saving her loudest commentary for the most quiet, sacred moments. She is a
student at Genesee Lake School and loves animals and Disney movies.

Zach teaches Sunday school as well. He is a freshman at Marquette University High School and enjoys history, geneal-
ogy and science.

Last but not least, Ava is in 7th grade at Bayside Middle School. Life is her stage—she loves singing and playing her
violin, piano, guitar and ukulele—and the soccer field is her second home. Needless to say, there is no lack of activity in
this household!

How long have you lived in the area ?
We have lived in Fox Point for 18 years.

What attracted you to St. Christopher’s ?
We attended St. Christopher’s for a baptism and never left. We had been looking for a community that was willing to
look at Christianity with a sense of logic and reason, an open heart and open mind. We certainly enjoyed the people
and the engagement of the kids in the Sunday school. Grace doesn’t talk much (until we get to service!), but on Sun-
days we often wake up to her saying, “Yes, church!”

And let’s face it. St. Christopher’s is an adorable church! You can’t help but get caught up in the romance of the cute,
little white church.

What do you find the most fulfilling aspect of St. Christopher’s ?
I (Darrell) really like sermons. They make you think and you can put yourself in almost every one and say… “Ah. Yes.”
The serious is balanced with levity and I love that everyone is welcome at our table.

I really enjoy the stripping of the altar and the night watch before the Easter vigil. Those moments of sanctuary take me
to a place no other holiday can. The concept of a man giving his life, a mother watching her son betrayed by many and
eventually put to death. The hope that the ultimate sacrifice will be an example of love and forgiveness and eventual joy
and peace in our hearts.

(continued on p. 7)
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What would you say to other families considering joining the St. Christopher’s congregation?
I ask you to join us and ease into the experience. There is a lot to take in; so explore the Sunday school if you have
children, enjoy the service and the people, and partake in the events be it coffee hour, a progressive dinner, Thursday
morning worship, an outreach event or anything that you are curious about. Say “Yes, church!”

Left to right: Robert Claud Diedrich, Micky Braeger, Nicholas Weseman, Nicholas Holmes, Zach Fischer,
Ava Fischer, Olivia Weseman

Enrollment of Confirmands, September 28, 2014
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Outreach Update

The 2014 Endowment Fund grant awards process is nearing completion as the Outreach Committee considers grant
requests from seven (7) agencies involved in providing services to victims of domestic violence. Final funding recom-
mendations will be presented for approval at either the October or November Vestry meeting, with approved grant
requests being filled prior to the end of the year.

Sundries collections and distributions continue. Thanks to your ongoing participation we are helping to fill this never-
ending need.

We continue to volunteer at The Gathering every other month, helping to fill yet another never-ending need.

The first growing season of our garden was a great success, providing lots of much needed and appreciated fresh
produce to local agencies. An incredibly tight initial timetable and less-than-ideal weather were no match for the
intrepid Kathy Stanford and her many volunteers.

The committee is refining details and timing options for a service project for the confirmation class and will forward
final recommendations to the Rev. Debra Trakel by the end of October.

For the Outreach Committee:

Harry Ansley

Ladies’ Night Out, September 18, 2014

Photographs by Ada Nielsen
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The Garden
The final harvest of squash is in and on Saturday, October 11th, we will be cleaning out the garden and starting a
compost pile. We are in need of volunteers to assist with pulling plant material and general clean up starting at 10
a.m. Children ages 10 and up are welcome.

Weekly deliveries of vegetables began in July to Sojourner with on average 2–3 boxes of produce each week.
Everyone seemed delighted by the “beautiful” vegetables and gathered around to help unpack and see what was in
the boxes. One of the biggest hits was the green tomatoes—because of the cool and wet weather, some tomatoes fell
off the vine before ripening. Rather than have them rot, these tomatoes were included with the ripe ones. But there
was a bumper crop of ripe tomatoes of all varieties.

Thank you to everyone for making the vegetable garden a success for this year! And here’s hoping the weather will
be better next summer so we can look forward to an even bigger yield.

Kathy Stanford

Photograph by Ada Nielsen
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Storm Cancellation? Check Here!

If impending bad weather makes it possible that a service will be cancelled at St. Christopher’s, how do you find out?

Well, there are several ways. We will contact radio and television stations in the area of any cancellations. These
include TODAY’S TMJ4, News radio 620 WRMJ, and 94.6 LAKE FM. Also CBS 58 News at Ten, and in addi-
tion, FOX 6 and WISN 12, 96.5 WKLH, 102.9 “The Hog”, Jammin’ 98.3 and Big Buck Country 106.9. These
stations will maintain a list of cancellations that you can check periodically.

As well, the office will use the Weekly Update mailing to inform people by email if there is to be a cancellation. Be
sure to check your email regularly if you are concerned about a potential cancellation.

Gust Olson,
Parish Administrator

New Member on Staff

Meet our newest member of staff: Kirk Trakel. He’s friendly and companiable, and helps keep the Rector
on task in the office.

Photographs by the Rector
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If you have been in any of the stores, you know it’s not too early to be thinking of Christmas. Each year the mem-
bers of St. Christopher’s collect items for those in need. In the past we have collected non-perishable food,
children’s books and warm clothing items for kids. This year the outreach committee is organizing a drive to supply
the needy and homeless people in Milwaukee with jeans and new socks. These items are distributed at St. James’
Episcopal Church on Wisconsin Avenue.

The jeans can be either used or new. Perhaps you have some that no longer fit or that you are just tired of. You may
also purchase new jeans. Watch for the good sales. The needy and homeless who come to St. James’ are most in
need of jeans. As they leave the church, they are also handed a pair of NEW socks. A good place to buy socks in
multi-packs is either Sam’s or Costco.

Your donated items may be brought to the community room beginning on Sunday, October 26. If you prefer to write
a check for this drive, someone on the outreach committee will shop for you. Just write jeans on the memo line of the
check and turn it in at church.

Carolyn Davies
Outreach Committee

Christmas Outreach: Jeans and Socks

Save This Date

Our next opportunity with The Gathering is on Saturday

November 8th.

If you want to volunteer, or would like more information, please email

Harry Ansley (hfansley@yahoo.com) or

MaryBeth Ansley (marybethansley@yahoo.com)

or you can call Harry at 414-731-8350.
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Blessing of the Animals

Photgraphs by Mike DeSisti
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October 5, 2014
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Events in October

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedne-
sday

Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
7 a.m.: Holy Eucharist &
Discussion
3 p.m. Visitation for
Polly Van Dyke

3
3 p.m. - Memorial
service for Polly Van
Dyke

4
1 p.m. - Memorial
service for Joyce
Harvey

5
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist; 10 a.m. Blessing
of the Animals; No Sunday
School, Nursery open;
12:30 - Golf Outing

6 7 8 9
7 a.m.: Holy Eucharist &
Discussion

10 11
10 a.m. - Garden
Clean-up

12
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist;  Sunday School,
Nursery open
11:20 a.m. Outreach
Committee meeting

13 14
11 a.m. -
Memorial
service for
Peggie
Baumann

15
Debra+
away
until
10/22

16
7 a.m.: Holy Eucharist &
Discussion

17 18
10 a.m. - Garden
rain date

19
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist;  Sunday School,
Nursery open

20 21 22 23
7 a.m.: Holy Eucharist &
Discussion

24 25
11 a.m. - Memorial
service for Ginny
Kyle

26
8 a.m. & 10 a.m.: Holy
Eucharist;  Sunday School,
Nursery open
6 - 8 p.m. - Confirmation
meal and class

27 28
6:30 p.m.
Vestry meeting

29 30
7 a.m.: Holy Eucharist &
Discussion

31

Sundries Collection Update

St. Christopher’s Outreach collects sundries for distribution to the needy and homeless once a month after The
Gathering at St. James’, Sundries on the Avenue.

Along with the items we have been collecting year round, the winter brings new needs to this vulnerable community,
so as you shop, please consider adding:
Lip balm
Small packages of kleenex
Hand sanitizer
Socks

All our donations are appreciated, let’s keep up this vital ministry !

Diane Eisen
for the Outreach Committee
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7845 N. River Road     River Hills WI 53217

Phone: 414 352–0380 Fax: 414 352–0381

Email:  office@stchristopherswi.org
Rector’s Email: revdebra@aol.com
Website: www.stchristopherswi.org

Parish Office
Open Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Staff
The Rev. Debra Trakel, Rector

Gust Olson III, Parish Administrator
John Beardsley, Music Director

Katie Madlung, Christian Formation Coordinator
Gloria Bond, Housekeeper

Michael Schneider, Building & Grounds Supervisor

Vestry – Meets 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Darrell Fischer and Tom Davies, Wardens

Janie Asmuth & Harry Ansley, Co-Clerks
(2015) - Dolores Mishelow, Dick Hackl,

Alan Becker
(2016 - Diane Eisen, Bill Warner

(2017) - Carrie Bedore, Kathy Stanford

Committee and Ministry Contacts
  Altar Flowers: Roz Krause
  Altar Guild: Judy Scharfenberger
  Building & Grounds: Tom Davies
  Caring Ministry:  M.J. Perry, MaryBeth Ansley
  Flower Guild:  Helen Sheen
  Memorial Garden: Helen Sheen
  Outreach:  Steve Petrie
  Prayer Chain:  Kathy Housiaux

October MILESTONES

BIRTHDAYS

4 Barry Allen

5 Linda Allen
Ava Fischer

9 Heidi Brunner
Byron Foster

10 Randy Perry

11 Rob Gleeson

13 Kendall Coburn
George Walker

15 Maddy Fischer

18 Alex Greeley
Kathleen Stokes

19 Jullia Uihlein
Jack Ziskind

22 Trip Holbrook
Claire Schmidt

23 Beth Sande

24 Casey Brunner
Hunter Klas

26 Jill Jacobs

29 Ellen Gough

31 Joan Stein

ANNIVERSARIES

7 Carrie & Jim Bedore

10 Cana & Colin Comer

12 Diane & Erik Andersen

21 Marilyn & John Allen
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